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Fourth District Employment
UNEMPLOYMENT RATES, MAY 2006b

Lower than U.S. average

About the same as U.S. average
(4.5% to 4.7%)
Higher than U.S. average

U.S. average = 4.6%

More than double U.S. average

a. Shaded bars represent recessions.
b. Seasonally adjusted using the Census Bureau’s X-11 procedure. 
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics.

The Fourth District’s unemployment

rate fell to 5.2% in May, down from

5.5% in April. Over the month, em-

ployment increased 0.1%, the num-

ber of unemployed people fell 4.7%,

and the labor force shrank 0.1%. 

Nationally, the unemployment rate

was 4.6% in both May and June.

Although unemployment rates 

in Fourth District counties generally

exceeded the national average—145

of the District’s 169 counties had 

unemployment rates above 4.6% in

May—many counties’ rates fell from

April to May. In fact, 135 counties’ un-

employment rates fell, 12 remained

the same, and only 22 worsened. 

Rates in most of the District’s met-

ropolitan areas likewise dropped over

the month. In Cleveland, Columbus,

Cincinnati, Dayton, Toledo, and Lex-

ington, rates fell by at least 0.2 per-

centage point; this brought rates in

Cleveland, Columbus, and Lexington

down to the national average or

below.

Over the year, employment growth

in Cleveland (0.2%) and Dayton

(–0.3%) was weak compared to the

nation’s (1.4%). This resulted partly

from goods-producing industries’

poor employment growth in Cleve-

land (–0.8%) and Dayton (–1.9%). By

comparison, U.S. employment in

those industries gained 1.3% over 

the year. Like Cleveland and Dayton,

Lexington lost goods-producing em-

ployment to the tune of 1.0%; how-

ever, its total employment change

matches the U.S. gain of 1.4%.
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UNEMPLOYMENT RATESa

Percent

U.S.

Fourth Districtb

Payroll Employment by Metropolitan Statistical Area

12-month percent change, June 2006

Cleveland Columbus Cincinnati Dayton Toledo Pittsburgh Lexington U.S.

Total nonfarm 0.2 0.9 1.1 –0.3 0.9 0.8 1.4 1.4
Goods-producing –0.8 0.8 0.3 –1.9 0.3 0.1 –1.0 1.3

Manufacturing –0.3 0.9 –0.5 –2.5 0.2 –2.2 –2.0 0.2
Natural resources, mining,

and construction –2.4 0.7 2.0 0.6 0.6 4.0 1.5 3.3
Service-providing 0.4 0.9 1.3 0.1 1.1 0.9 2.0 1.4

Trade, transportation, and utilities –0.7 0.4 –0.3 –1.8 0.0 0.3 2.4 0.5
Information –3.1 0.0 –0.6 –3.5 –4.9 –3.0 0.0 –0.1
Financial activities –0.1 –0.7 0.5 –2.1 4.3 0.4 0.9 2.5
Professional and business

services 1.8 2.5 3.1 1.9 2.4 0.8 1.7 2.6
Education and health services 2.5 3.0 2.1 0.5 2.2 2.1 1.6 2.2
Leisure and hospitality 1.7 0.2 2.1 1.0 1.4 3.7 4.7 1.5
Other services 0.0 1.1 1.1 –1.2 –1.3 –1.0 0.0 0.2
Government –2.0 0.1 0.8 1.2 0.4 –0.5 1.6 0.8

May unemployment rate (percent) 4.6 4.6 5.2 5.6 5.9 5.1 4.3 4.6
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