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U.S. average =4.7%

O Lowerthan U.S. average

O About the same as U.S. average
(4.6% to 4.8%)

O Higher than U.S. average
I More than double U.S. average

1990 1993 1996 1999

2002 2005

12-month percent change, May 2006

Cleveland Columbus Cincinnati Dayton Toledo Pittsburgh Lexington U.S.

Payroll Employment by Metropolitan Statistical Area
Total nonfarm 0.0 1.0 1.1 -0.3
Goods-producing -1.2 1.2 -0.1 -0.9
Manufacturing -0.7 0.9 -0.6 -1.2
Natural resources, mining,
and construction -2.9 1.7 1.3 0.0
Service-providing 0.2 0.9 1.3 -0.2
Trade, transportation, and utilities -1.0 0.5 -0.5 -1.5
Information -2.5 -0.5 -2.5 2.7
Financial activities -0.4 -0.3 0.9 -3.1
Professional and business
services 1.8 2.1 3.5 2.3
Education and health services 1.6 2.3 2.1 0.6
Leisure and hospitality 2.0 1.1 2.5 1.8
Other services -0.7 1.6 1.2 -1.8
Government -1.5 0.0 0.7 -1.1
April unemployment rate (percent)? 4.9 4.9 5.5 5.9
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a. Shaded bars represent recessions.

b. Seasonally adjusted using the Census Bureau’s X-11 procedure.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics.

The Fourth District’s unemployment
rate rose from 5.1% in March to 5.5%
in April, largely because the esti-
mated number of unemployed rose
8.3%. (However, compared to April
2005, the number who had no job
but were looking for one fell 6.1%.)
In comparison, the U.S. unemploy-
ment rate dropped from 4.7% in April
to 4.6% in May.

In April, 11 of the District’s coun-
ties had unemployment rates that
were lower than the national average,

and 10 had rates near that mark; job-
less rates in the other 148 counties
were higher than average. From
March to April, rates in all of the Dis-
trict’s major metropolitan areas stayed
the same or increased. Unemploy-
ment rates exceeded the U.S. average
in each of these areas except Lexing-
ton, which matched the average.
May’s nonfarm employment was
up from May 2005 levels in each of
the District’s major metropolitan
areas but Dayton, which lost 0.3%

of its jobs. Part of the reason for Day-
ton’s poor showing was a decrease
in service-providing employment
over the year; it was the only major
metro area in the District where this
occurred. Nevertheless, industries
such as professional and business
services, education and health ser-
vices, and leisure and hospitality
continue to do well: Employment in
these three industries increased over
the year in every major metropolitan
area in the District.
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