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UNEMPLOYMENT RATES, AUGUST 2005

U.S. average = 4.9%

O Lower than U.S. average

O About the same as U.S. average
(4.8% t0 5.0%)

O Higher than U.S. average
I More than double U.S. average

1990 1993 1996 1999

2002 2005

12-month percent change, September 2005

Cleveland Columbus Cincinnati Dayton Toledo Pittsburgh Lexington U.S.

Payroll Employment by Metropolitan Statistical Area
Total nonfarm -0.2 0.8 0.6 -0.7
Goods-producing 0.5 0.6 1.6 2.7
Manufacturing 0.1 -1.0 1.1 -3.3
Natural resources, mining,
and construction 1.7 3.7 2.7 -0.6
Service-providing -0.4 0.8 0.4 -0.2
Trade, transportation, and utilities -0.8 -0.4 -0.7 -2.4
Information -2.0 -0.5 -1.2 -5.3
Financial activities 0.4 0.3 -0.6 2.7
Professional and business
services -0.7 0.7 2.3 0.8
Education and health services 1.8 3.0 2.4 1.9
Leisure and hospitality -0.2 2.6 -2.3 0.0
Other services -1.1 -0.5 1.2 1.7
Government -2.0 0.5 0.4 0.2
August unemployment rate (percent)P 5.6 5.8 5.4 6.1
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a. Shaded bars represent recessions.

b. Seasonally adjusted using the Census Bureau’s X-11 procedure.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics.

The Fourth District’s unemployment
rate rose from 5.6% in July to 5.7%
in August. Although employment in-
creased 0.1% during the month, the
labor force is estimated to have grown
even more (0.2%). From August to
September, the U.S. unemployment
rate rose from 4.9% to 5.1%.
Unemployment rates in the Dis-
trict’s counties were generally higher
than the U.S. rate in August. In fact,
146 counties had unemployment
rates higher than 5.0%, 10 had rates
within 0.1 percentage point of the
4.9% U.S. average, and only 13 had
rates of 4.8% or less. Similarly, the

District’s major metropolitan areas
generally had worse unemployment
rates than the nation. From July to Au-
gust, unemployment rates in Cincin-
nati and Dayton rose half a percentage
point. In Lexington, however, the
unemployment rate fell by 0.7% over
the month, reaching 4.0%.
Employment growth in the Dis-
trict’s major metropolitan areas has
lagged the U.S. for the past year, with
the nation’s employment growth
since September 2004 at least double
that of any major metropolitan area
in the District. Whereas some areas,
such as Cincinnati, Columbus, and

Lexington, kept up with the U.S. in
generating goods-producing jobs,
even the strongest-performing major
metropolitan area in the District was
at least 0.8 percentage point behind
in creating service-providing jobs.
One service-sector category that
stood out in this respect was infor-
mation. Except for Pittsburgh, em-
ployment in the information sector
shrank in the District’s metropolitan
areas, falling by as much as 5.3% in
Dayton. By contrast, jobs in this
sector have increased by 0.9% nation-
wide since September 2004.
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