
FR
B

 C
le

ve
la

nd
•

A
ug

us
t 2

00
5

14
• • • • • • •

Fourth District Employment

Lower than U.S. average
About the same as U.S. average
(4.8% to 5.4%)
Higher than U.S. average
More than double U.S. average

UNEMPLOYMENT RATES, MAY 2005b

U.S. average = 5.1%

a. Shaded bars represent recessions.
b. Seasonally adjusted using the U.S. Census Bureau’s X-11 procedure. 
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics.

The Fourth District’s unemployment

rate, which has been above the U.S. 

average for 30 consecutive months,

remained unchanged at 5.8% in May.

The District’s estimated employment

rose during the month, but these

changes were offset by increases in

the labor force. Since its post-reces-

sion peak in June 2003, the District’s

unemployment rate has fallen 0.6 per-

centage point, compared with a 

decline in the U.S. unemployment

rate of roughly 1.2 percentage points

over the same period. 

Unemployment rates across the

District varied considerably in May

and June. In June, unemployment

rates exceeded the 5.0% U.S. average

in Ohio (6.1%) and Kentucky (5.7%),

but were average or below in Penn-

sylvania (5.0%) and West Virginia

(4.8%). Ohio’s largest metropolitan

statistical areas—Cleveland, Colum-

bus, and Cincinnati—all had similar

unemployment rates in May, a few

tenths of a percentage point above

the U.S. average. Dayton, Akron, and

Toledo posted unemployment rates

at or above 6%. In addition, the rates

reported for Pittsburgh and Lexing-

ton were among the lowest for the

District’s major metropolitan areas.

Nonfarm payroll employment

data—which are produced from a dif-

ferent survey than the unemployment

rates—verified the relative strength of

Lexington’s labor market, although

its year-over-year employment gains

were still far smaller than the nation’s.

Whereas employment declined in

the Cleveland, Pittsburgh, and Day-

ton metropolitan areas in the 12

months ending in June, Columbus

and Cincinnati posted modest em-

ployment gains.
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Payroll Employment by Metropolitan Statistical Area

12-month percent change, June 2005

Cleveland Columbus Cincinnati Dayton Toledo Pittsburgh Lexington U.S.

Total nonfarm –0.2 0.2 0.3 –0.7 0.0 –0.2 0.6 1.7
Goods-producing 1.4 0.7 2.3 –4.2 –2.6 –2.8 1.9 1.2

Manufacturing 1.0 –1.0 2.0 –5.3 –5.4 –2.2 1.5 –0.5
Natural resources, mining,

and construction 2.8 4.0 2.9 0.0 6.1 –3.8 3.1 4.3
Service-providing –0.6 0.1 –0.2 0.1 0.7 0.3 0.3 1.8

Trade, transportation, and utilities –1.6 –1.0 –1.4 –2.5 0.8 –0.3 –0.4 1.3
Information –2.0 1.0 3.1 –2.7 0.0 –2.0 –2.2 0.1
Financial activities –0.2 0.1 –1.7 –4.2 0.0 –0.3 0.0 1.9
Professional and business

services –0.9 –0.4 1.6 –1.1 2.9 1.6 3.4 3.1
Education and health services 1.9 1.0 1.2 4.5 0.0 1.4 –0.3 2.4
Leisure and hospitality 0.0 1.8 –2.0 3.4 0.3 0.8 2.0 2.2
Other services –0.9 0.0 –1.1 3.5 2.5 0.8 2.9 0.8
Government –2.0 0.0 0.6 –0.9 –0.2 –1.8 –2.1 0.8

Unemployment rate (May, percent) 5.7 5.4 5.5 6.2 6.9 5.1 4.3 5.1
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