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Regional Conditions in the 1920s

a. Persons aged 10 years and over.
SOURCE: Arthur Fredrick Blaser, Jr. The Federal Reserve Bank of Cleveland. New York: Columbia University Press, 1942; Federal Reserve Bank of Cleveland,
Monthly Business Review, vol. 7, no. 9 (September 1, 1925), p. 5; and The Cleveland Plain Dealer, Federal Reserve Bank Section, "Fourth District Reserve Bank
Serves Iron and Steel Center of the United States," August 26, 1923.

The Fourth Federal Reserve District
encompasses eastern Kentucky,
Ohio, western Pennsylvania, and 
six counties in the northern pan-
handle of West Virginia. When these
boundaries were established in
1914–15, they contained the world’s
largest concentration of finished
steel manufacturers.

The Census of 1920 established
nine main categories of employ-
ment. About 61.8% of the Fourth
District states’ labor force was em-

ployed in one of the three major 
categories—agriculture, manufac-
turing, and mining activities—a
proportion exceeding the national
average of 59.6%. The District had a
larger share of workers employed in
both mining and manufacturing
firms than the nation and a smaller
percentage of workers engaged in
agriculture.

Clearly, it was a highly industrial-
ized region. A nearly continuous
string of steel mills and factories 
extended from Cleveland through

the Mahoning Valley and on to 
Pittsburgh. In many other counties
throughout the District, manufactur-
ing was the largest employer among
the three major industry groups, but
activities within manufacturing were
diversified. In fact, steel works and
rolling mills accounted for only
14.1% of the leading manufacturing
industries in Ohio in 1923. More-
over, even in counties throughout
the District where mining or agricul-
ture was the dominant employer,

Employment by Occupation Groups, 1920a

(percent)
Fourth District

KY OH PA WV States U.S.

Agriculture, forestry, and animal husbandry 46.8 15.7 8.3 25.6 16.5 26.4

Mining 6.1 2.6 9.7 21.0 7.7 2.6

Manufacturing 17.5 41.7 41.6 23.8 37.5 30.6

Transportation 5.9 7.5 8.3 7.6 7.7 7.4

Trade 7.7 10.7 9.9 7.1 9.7 10.2

Public services 2.0 1.4 1.6 0.9 1.5 1.9

Professional services 2.6 5.1 4.8 4.6 4.6 5.2

Personal services 7.2 7.0 7.5 5.5 7.2 8.2

Clerical 4.1 8.3 8.3 3.8 7.5 7.5

Leading Ohio Industries, 1923
Value of Share of
product total

(Millions of dollars) (Percent)

Steel works and rolling mills 709 14.1

Foundry and machine-shop 
products 338 6.7

Rubber tires and tubes 391 7.8

Steam-railroad repair shops 108 2.1

Electrical machinery, supplies, etc. 174 3.5

Motor vehicles, excluding 
motorcycles 355 7.0

Motor vehicle bodies and parts 144 2.9

Clay products, excluding pottery, 
and nonclay refractories 57 1.1

Pottery, including porcelain 43 0.8

Boots and shoes other than rubber 61 1.2

All other 2,666 52.8

(continued on next page)
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Regional Conditions in the 1920s (cont.)

a. Persons aged 10 years and over, gainfully employed in manufacturing, as a percentage of all such persons engaged in agriculture, manufacturing, and mining.
SOURCE: Arthur Fredrick Blaser, Jr. The Federal Reserve Bank of Cleveland. New York: Columbia University Press, 1942; The Cleveland Plain Dealer, Federal
Reserve Bank Section, “Fourth District Reserve Bank Serves Iron and Steel Center of the United States,”August 26, 1923; and Inter-University Consortium for
Political and Social Research, “Historical, Demographic, Economic, and Social Data: The United States, 1790–1970,” http://fisher.lib.virginia.edu/cgi-local/
censusbin/census/cen.pl?year=930.

manufacturing still made a substan-
tial contribution.

From 1890 to 1930, the District’s
population growth was closely re-
lated to the development of mining
and manufacturing. Counties domi-
nated by these industries accounted
for 92.3% of the population increase
for the entire District—a trend that
has been reversed more recently.
By 1930, the Fourth District had
11,555,730 residents, 9.4% of the 
nation’s inhabitants. More than a

quarter (27.4%) of them lived in 
the counties containing Pittsburgh,
Cleveland, and Cincinnati, the areas
with the largest number of manufac-
turing establishments. 

Although manufacturing was dom-
inant, the District also had important
agricultural and extractive industries.
Farming was widespread and ac-
counted for 16.5% of the District
states’ employment in 1920. A large
share of farm workers lived in east-
ern Kentucky, a state where agricul-

ture was the principal occupation
for 46.8% of all workers.

By 1930, 19.2% of the nation’s
mining workers lived and worked 
in the 47 eastern counties of the
Fourth District. A year earlier, these
counties had produced 36.1% of the
nation’s bituminous coal. Coal min-
ing was particularly important be-
cause it was the foundation upon
which the industrial development of
the District rested.


