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VALUE OF OHlO CORN AND SOYBEAN PRODUCTION, 1995 
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CROP PROGRESS TIMETABLE: SOYBEANS 
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SOURCES: U.S. Department of Agriculture, National Agr~culture Statistics Service; Ohio Department of Agriculture; Ohio Department of Development, "Ohio 
Statistical Abstract," June 1997; National Weather Service; and Midwestern Climate Center. 

Unseasonalde summer \\,eather Ilas 
11ce11 of' great concern to Ohio 
frirmers. Rainfall has v;uriecl witlely 
fi-0111 month to ~nonth ,  ancl tern- 
peratures ha\-e generally heen 
I,elo.w normal. I t  appears, ho\vever, 
that the state's tn-o most important 
crops-corn ancl soyl>eans-have 
h e e n  sparecl h). :I hit o f  genetic 
tinkering. 

The critical growing period for 
corn  is the sillting, or pollination, 
stage, n.hich occ~~rrecl this year 
when  rainh~ll wzus I~elo\\. tiorrnal. 

Nonetheless, as of August 24. the 
LTSIIA ratecl 67% of the state's corn 
crop as good to excellellt and an- 
other 26% as fair. ("Fair" means that 
yield loss is possible, but the estent 
is ~inlino\vn.) 

So)rl,eans reach their critical 
growing period at the end of ALI- 
gust. \\;hen they set in pocls. Icleal 
g r o ~ - i n g  conditions tvoulcl be tem- 
peratures in the mid-80s ancl aver- 
age soil moisture. As of late August, 
68% of the state's soybean crop 1x1s 
categorizecl as good to excellent, 

\\~liile only 7% ~ 2 1 s  j~~clged as poor 
to very- poor. 

The reason these crops :use thriving 
despite atlverse weather is that the 
seeds were genetically 1,recl to be re- 
sist:tnt to stressf~~l contlitions, inclc~cl- 
ing clroughts. heat rixves. f~rngi. ancl 
cliseases. Their recoven; capabilities 
are also better than ever. With the 
harvest season fast appro:tching, the 
USIIA is preclicting that this yezlr's 
).ielcls will esceecl 1996 levels by 
seven I>ushels per acre l i ~ r  soybeztns 
:u~icl 1,). 17% for corn. 
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