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OHIO BANKRUPTCIES AND DELINQUENCIES 

lnstallnient loan delinquenciesb 

a. "Bank credit card" data. U.S. data are seasonally adjusted; state data are not. 
b. "Summary of accounts (closed-end only)" data. U.S. data are seasonally adjusted; state data are not. 
SOURCES: Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts; American Bankers Association, Consumer Credit Delinquency Bulletin; and Mortgage Bankers 
Association of America, National Delinquency Survey. 

The recent rise in consumer banli- 
ruptcies contini~ecl in the second 
cli~arter. with more than 367.000 
slew filings nationn.icle. This repre- 
sents nearl>- ;I 10(x1 increitse over the 
first-cli~:trter le\.el ancl ;~lmost a 30i!fr 
rise compared to 1 0 9 6 : I I Q .  Ohio 
l~as?li~-~~~'tcie"iave ~nirrorecl national 
trends, with 13.815 filings in the sec- 
oncl cluarter, :t 12%) aclvance from 
the first three montlls o f  tile year. 

Ilespite these recorcl-setting sta- 
tistics, many analysts are 1?ecos1ii11g 

less concertlecl aho i~ t  hoi~seliolcls' 
near-term fin:tlcial oi~tl(~oli .  I3oth 
bIasterCarcl 1nter1lation:ll ancl Visa 
I l.S.i\. are preclicting that I,2tnliri1ptcy 
filings \\.ill grow at a slower 17;~ '  is1 
1997 than they clid l;tst ye:tr. F~~rthel.- 
Illore. recent eviclence suggests that 
consumer delinquency rates may 
have pealieel. In particular, creclit 
carcl clelincluencies elsopped to 
3.51941 of all accounts outstancling in 
bI;~rch, clo\vn from a high of 3.72'H) 
in No\.eml,er ancl 13ecember 1996. 

I1Iortgage clelincluencies also 212- 

pear to I,e moclemting. In tlie first 
c1i1;trter of 1007. 2.8SiH/o o f  all con\.en- 
tionxl mortgage loans outstancling 
were is1 arrears, clown slightly f'rorn 
the 2.00?41 recorcleci in I 0 9 6 : I Q .  'l'lie 
geog~tpliic clistril~~~tion of mortg~tge 
clelincluencies seetiis to he  continu- 
ing its recent pattern, n-it11 the liigh- 
est clelillcl~~ellcy rates occurring in 
tlie Soi~th and E:tst. a11cl the lo\\-est 
rates occi~rring is1 the h~ficl\\;est, 
Great Plains. ancl kloiultain states. 
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