
Regional Update: eeling, W Va. 
Percent 

Industry Share of Total Nonfarm Employment 
(Percent) 

Wheeling West 
MSA Virginia U.S. 

1986 1996 1986 1996 1986 1996 

M l n ~ n g  4.1 2.3 6.8 3.7 0.8 0.5 

Construction 3.1 3.6 3.8 4.9 4.8 4.5 

Manufactur ing 12.2 9.6 14.5 11.7 19.1 15.4 

Durab les  5.7 3.5 8.2 6.9 11.3 9.0 

Nondurables 6.5 6.1 6.3 4.8 7.8 6.4 

TPUa 5.5 4.9 6.2 5.6 5.3 5.2 

Trade 26.7 25.2 22.9 22.9 23.8 23.5 

 FIRE^ 4.6 4.2 4.0 3.9 6.3 5.8 

S e r v ~ c e s  27.3 34.0 20.3 27.4 23.1 28.8 

Government 16.5 16.1 21.6 19.9 16.8 16.3 

Annual percent change 

IPOPULATION AND NONFARM EMPLOYMENT: WHEELING MSA ( 
Annual percent change 

I REAL PER CAPITA PERSONAL INCOME I 

a. Transportation and public utilities. 
b. Finance, insurance, and real estate. 
NOTE: The Wheeling Metropolitan Statistical Area comprises Belmont County, Ohio; Marshall County, W. Va.; and Ohio Countv, W. Va 
SOURCES: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics: U.S. Department of Commerce. Bureau of the Census; and West Virginia Bureau of 
Employment Programs. 

The ccxd rnining iincl~~stry-llistori- 
tally a preclo~iiinant l'eature o f  the 
Wheeling. W. Via.. are:~-is t3ecom- 
ing an incse:~singl)- less i~llj>ort;lnt 
p r t  of its econo~nic lanclscape. 
Hetween 1986 ancl 1996, rnining 
employment in the city ancl its en- 
virons cleclinecl : ~ t  3n Llver-age an- 
nual rate o f  . t . , i ( M ~ .  A I a n ~ ~ k ~ c t ~ ~ r i ~ i g  
jobs also si~ranli (:il>out L.l(!h per 
year) ancl not\ .  :lccount t i ~ r  less 
than 1 0 ( M >  o f  the area's toral non- 
far111 employment. 

Despite tile clo\vnt~~rns in lnining 
ancl f n ; ~ n i ~ f ; ~ c t ~ ~ r i ~ ~ g ,  \Vhceling's tot:ll 

nonkirm employment increased 
2111o~1t 1.3% a111l~lally over the last 
clecacle. Service i n d ~ ~ s t ~ y  employment, 
let1 h). tile area's expanding medic;~l 
k~cilities, acco~lntecl for a large p:rt 
of the o\-era11 gain. Service-sector 
payrolls now represent 34% of the 
:lrea's total emplo)ment, comp;~secl 
to "7.3(% in 1986. 

While more jobs h;~ve t,ecome 
ax.ail:~l>le. 1VheeIing.s popu1:ltion has 
cleclinecl over the last 10 years. the 
result of a net outmigration of \\;ark- 
ers ancl :I relatively slow rate of fam- 

ily esixmsion. In 1990, ahout 18% of 
the area's residents n.ere o\.er the age 
of 65. coml>;~ed to 12(!/0 nation\\-icle. 

Still. the city ;Inel its surroundin:,. 
commuliities ha\;e esperietlcecl 
strong inconre gso\vth. Since 1993, 
real per capitzi personal income h:ls 
risen at a n  :I\.el.age rxte ol' al>oc~t 
3.3%) per ).ear. more than 21 percent- 
age point aha\-e the stxte avenge.  
Althoi~gh the segion's ~~nemplo).-  
lllellt sate is still relati\~ely high. it 11:~s 
been rececling in recent years ancl is 
appro;~cliing the nation;ll a\.erage. 
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