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a. Based on the "summary of accounts (closed-end only)" data reported in the American Bankers Association's Consumer Credit Delinquency Bulletin. 
SOURCES: American Bankruptcy Institute; American Bankers Association, Consumer Credit Delinquency Bulletin; and Mortgage Bankers Assoc~ation of 
America, National Del~nquency Survey. 

Miicln attention hns [wen gi\.en to 
the recent rise in I>anl<ri~l~tcies. In- 
cleed, in the first cluarter of this 
y e w  there \yere 252.761 person;~l 
l>anltriiptc)- filings in the I; .S. .  the 
highest cluarterly posting in liistor\. 
and a n  incr-e:ise of 27').;1 since 
199j:IQ. I1ersorr:~l I,anliruptcics in 
Ohio hzi\.c mirrorecl nation211 tscncls, 
:~lthough Ohio's current Ic\-els are 
still suhst:~ntially l>elo\x- the high oS 
11 ,326 filecl cl~iring the secoricl 
qi~zirter of 1991. 

I>cspite these recent concerns. 
consilmer delincluencies o11 1,otll in- 
stallment loatns ancl credit c:ircl clel,t 
h;i\.e I>ecn falling since the hegin- 
~i ing of the year. While sue11 casing 
might foresll:lclo\v :I reduction in the 
ni~mt,er of consumer banlir~iptcies 
througll the encl of the yean many fi- 
niinciai institutions are reporting 2111 

increase in the number of "surprise 
lx~nlir~iptcies." or banltruptc). filings 
\vitl~ n o  prior clelincluencies. 'I'il~is. 

rnzin). :tnalysts reinain cautious 
ni>oi~t the 0iitl001i for 1 Ilc future. 

hfortgage clelinquencies have also 
risen in the I.r.S. over the last year. 
from 2.3 1% o f  a11 con\-entional 11nort- 
gages o~itst:tncling in June I995 to 
2.h7?6 i in June 1996. The highest 
clelincli~elicy rates zip1x;u to he in 
thc South :mcl East, ~vhi le  those in 
tllc blicl\\.est, the Great 1'1:iitns. 2nd 
the $~Io~int:iin st:ltes gener:llly re.n:lin 
l)elo\\. E.5?41. 
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