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We Know What a Legacy City is, but Legacy Communities? 
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• Post World War II Trends (1950-1980): 
• Acceleration of globalization and  gradual 

shifting of manufacturing abroad 
• Political voice; community action 
• Community and economic development 
• Disjointed people and place policies 
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• Legacy Communities, Trends Policies and Challenges 
(1980-2017) 
• Increased pace of globalization and the expanding 

service sector 
• Dissolution of local elite networks 

• Policy learning around people and place policy 
• Building support for community and economic 

development (intermediaries, CDFI’s, anchor 
engaged development) 

• Continued marginalization of legacy communities 
• Siloed people and place policies, spatial isolation, 

limited political voice, recession 
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• Policy Options for Legacy Communities 
(People and Place) 
• Networked policies and solutions 

• Collective impact networks 
• Youth development 
• Criminal justice reform 
• Health – to name a few 

• Focus on creating educational 
pipelines 
• Say Yes to Education 
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