


Important Features of Opioid 
Addiction 



 Opioids mimic endorphins and produce 
analgesia, respiratory depression, and 

intense euphoria 



 The onset of tolerance for opioids grows 
rapidly, with continued exposure causing 

significantly increased use over short 
periods of time 

  



  The tolerance ceiling for opioids is very 
high, with most addicts using amounts that 

would be lethal for non-opioid tolerant 
persons 

  



 Tolerance for opioids declines rapidly after 
discontinued use, resulting in addicts who 
have been incarcerated or participants in 
abstinence based programs being highly 

vulnerable to overdose and death 
  



 Primary withdrawal symptoms of opioid 
addiction typically last about a week and 

are the inverse of primary effects 
  



  Extended withdrawal can last for months 
and is characterized by depressed 

dopamine levels  



 Relapse rates routinely exceed 90%  
  















Source: Ohio MHAS, OSAM-O-GRAM, March 2017 
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State Policy Considerations 
More timely reporting of overdose deaths 

Strong state vision on how to tackle the emerging challenge of Fentanyl 

Routine linkage of non-fatal overdoses by first responders to treatment and public health 
officials 

Better coordination between justice, law enforcement and treatment officials 

Improved uptake of best practice treatment  and harm reduction approaches (MAT, needle 
exchange, etc.) 

Improved inter-state notification of drug arrests 

  



Child Welfare considerations 
 State and local officials must understand that young, poor families experience elevated rates of 
opioid addiction and that additional resources are needed to address the problem. 

 Child Welfare agencies must improve their detection and data reporting capabilities to 
demonstrate the impact of opioid addiction on child welfare system. 

Improved detection should include uniform screening using the UNCOPE or GAIN-SS. 

Child Welfare agencies should use best practice urine screening to detect relapse or ongoing use 
(random, frequent, observed).  

Fentanyl and fentanyl analogs screens should be included in all urine screen panels. 
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