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Tobacco is nothing to sneeze at in $4,000 in gross returns to the Ken- 
Kentucky, \vllicli is home to half of tucliy farmer, far surpassing returns 
the nation's 124.270 tohacco fitrms. on the state's other traditional crops. 
In fact. 66(% of Iientuclcy's k~rmers Several counties clerive more than 
grow tol,;lcco, m:tliing the state's 10'H) of their total personal incorrle 
zigricult~~ral economy the   no st to- frorll tolxtcco farming. 
bacco clepenclent in the IJnion. Historically, tobacco farms are 

Tobacco production accounts for small-scale operations. In 1992, the 
ahout 5OCfi o f  the state's crop re- n~eclian size of a U.S. tobacco far111 
ceipts ancl 25% o f  its agrici~ltural TWIS 6.7 acres. versus the national av- 
cztsh. An acre of toi>acco 21-erages erage for all crops of 491 acres per 

farm. In iVort11 Carolina, the nation's 
to17 tohacco proclucer, farnls plzintecl 
in this crop averxge 16.1 acres. 
nearly ~ O L I S  titlles the 4.2--I ' C I C  , - 211.e~- 
age of Iier~tuclcy's tobacco farms. 
This size clifferencc c:in I,e attributeel 
to lient~lcky's topogsaphic lirnita- 
tions allel its labor-intensive rnet'n- 
ocis. North Carolina's vast, capital- 
intensive tol7acco klrms give it an 
edge over Iientuclcy in total o~ltput. 
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