National Road, 1941

Concrete began to surpass brick and dirt as the
preferred road-surface material in 1912, but it
wasn't until the Federal Highway Act of 1938

that an interstate highway system was considered,
proposed by President Roosevelt as a way of provid-
ing jobs. The goal of the act was to study the feasi-
bility of a national, six-route, toll-road network.

Superhighways: An American lcon

The Dwight D. Eisenhower System of Interstate
and Defense Highways has over 40,000 miles

of interstates, which represent 1 percent of

our nation’s total road length, yet carry over

20 percent of its traffic. There is hardly one aspect
of American society that has not been affected by
the interstates.
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