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Labor Markets 
Chanse, thousands o i  workers" 

-200 0 
1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 IlQ Aoril Mav June 

Labor Market Conditionsa 
(Seasonally adjusted) 

Average monthly change 
(thousands of employees) 

1996 1997 
Year IIQ April May June 

Payroll employment 212 237 327 166 217 
Goods-producing 19 14 -3 34 12 
Manufacturing -5 8 6 5 14 

Service-produc~ng 192 222 330 132 205 
Services 99 117 158 130 63 
Buslness services 33 19 17 13 28 

Retail trade 48 44 84 -9 58 
Government 14 29 34 -14 66 
Local 19 31 22 -6 78 

Household employment 232 63 209 255 -275 
Average for period 

Civilian unemployment 
rate (%) 5.4 4.9 4.9 4.8 5.0 

Manufacturing 
workweek(h~urs)~ 41.5 42.0 42 1 42.0 41.9 

lo  date 1997 

Thousands 

j50 I INITIAL CMMS FOR UNEMPLOYMENT BENEFITSO 

a. Seasonally adjusted. 
b. Production and nonsupervisory workers. 
c. Vertical line ~ndicates break in data series due to survey redesign 
d. Four-week lagged average of seasonally adjusted data. 
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statist~cs. 

Although tlie ove r~~ l l  ~lnemploy- 
ment rate eclgecl L I ~  to 5.0(H1 in June,  
the 111ost recent employment statis- 
tics continue to portray :I rohust 
labor 111:1rliet. Nonk~rm p:~yrolls 
were L I ~  a healthy 217.000 for the 
month, ~ii;~int;~ining tliis year's \;it?- D 

orous ave12se pace. 
, . I he scr\-ice-procl~ici~ig sector ;lc- 

countecl for the \.ast m;~jority of the 
jobs p i n ,  aclcling L05,000 nen. posi- 
tions in June. IY'ithin illat category, 

ecI~ic:~tion pl:~yecl a significant role 
(+-i9,000), p;~rtly because of shorter 
s ~ ~ r i ~ n i e r  v;ic;~tioris and seasonal act- 
j~lstriient hctors. Iietail tl-:lcle 
(+SS.000) ancl local government 
(+7S.000) lvere also rnajor contrih~l- 
tors t o  June's advance. In contr;~st, 
employment in the goods-proclucing 
sector slo\ved fro111 bkly's pace. 

While tlie ~ x ~ y r o l l  employment 
numl~ers for June paint a rosy pic- 
ture, householcl survey results 

she\\- a loss o f  275,000 jolx. This 
~iionth-to-moritli clivergence in the 
clati~ is not un~isu:~l: over time, ho\v- 
ever. the tn.o measiires 17rovicIe ;I 

consistent enil,ko).ment pict~ire. 
New jol3less claims rose 5,000 in 

tlie \\,eek enclecl J ~ l n e  28, to 337,000. 
A l t h o ~ ~ g l ~  claims 1iz1ve incl~ecl L I ~  this 
year, the o\.erxll n~irnl,er of unem- 
plo).ecl \\.orlters applying for benc- 
fits renuins lo\\-. 
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