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Change in U.S. Employment 
Attributed to Goods Exports 

Thousands 
of workers Percent 

Foreign market 1986 1994 change 

Total 4,385 6,836 56 

Canada 1,040 1,460 40 
Mexico 250 729 192 
Other Latin America 308 504 64 
Japan 485 754 55 
EC-I 2a 766 1,133 48 
China 64 138 116 
Hong Kong 57 151 165 
Taiwan 104 229 120 
Other 1,311 1,738 33 

a. The EC-12 countries comprlse Belgium. Denmark, France, Germany, Greece, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands. Portugal, Spain, and the U.K. 
SOURCE: Lester A. Davis, "U.S. Jobs Supported by Goods and Services Exports, 1983-94." U.S. Department of Commerce, Research Series OIMA-1-96, 
November 1996. 

As the U . S .  economy opens L I ~  to 
more international tncle. the ~ ~ P L I -  
I.. . > . .  '11 p ~ t s s  lias teilclecl to focus on  the 
loss of American jol~s associ:itecl 
with increasing imports. I-lo\\.e\ier. 
exports :ire :11so gron.ing ;IIICI :ire 
psovicling employment opport~lni- 
ties for I1.S. \\.o~liers-;1 fact that is 
otien overlooliecl. 

Commerce Ikpartment cl;~t:l 
silo\\- that 1i.S. esports have es-  
panclecl mucll faster than the econ- 
orny OF-er the last clecade. As es- 
ports ila\.c gro\vn, so S~as the share 
o f  the lalx~r force elex-otecl to their 

procl~~ction. Ilo\vever, \viiile the 
F - ; ~ L I L '  of internatio~lal tmcle has 
cliruhed steadily over the last 10 
ye;irs. tile share of employment de- 
\.otecl to exports flatte~led out after 
1991. ?'he sharp increase prior to 
that tillle reflects the irnpact of the 
1990 recession, mihen the cle~lla~lci 
for [ i .S. esport goocls rose and tlo- 
mestic elemand \ve:tkenecl. 'l'he flat- 
tening out is the result of the recov- 
ery of cloniestic demand. 

So\\!., more than 10% of all I:.S. 
\\.orliing hoc~rs are spent proclucing 
iterns that are consumecl al>roacl. 

For \I-liom are these goocls :~ncl sen.- 
ices lxoclucecl? America's t\vo 
largest tracling partners, Mesico and 
C:~n:lcla. together account for al- 
most a thircl of o~1r export-clri\-en 
ernp1o)ment. Other kitin Arneric~in 
co~~n t r i e s .  .I:lp;ul. :~ncl Europe are 
responsiible for most of the rernain- 
ing jol~s. f-Io\vever. this is changing. 
While employment c l~~r ing the 
1936-94 periocl grew [nost rapiclly 
for goods :inel services shipped to 
I\llesico. the nest-1':~stest gron-th \\.as 
s ~ x ~ r r e d  11)' exports to f long liong. 
T'xixan. :lncl China. 
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