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The Economy in Perspective 

11<y dii111~1. zoitln A1zd1.6 ... I really clid~l't mincl that 
my friencl was already 25 ~ninutes late, or that 
the restaurant he hacl chosen was in a clesolate 
section of the city. Anclrt. is consistently 30 min- 
utes behincl schedule: and his taste in dining is 
impeccable. What worriecl nie \v;ias the news- 
paper coverage: Despite his brillizul~ce and 
charm, I was concerned thstt he had finally bitten 
off more than he coulcl chew. According to pub- 
lished reports, AnclrP, the economic tllinister of 
Nedla\~-, had come to lecture C.S. leaders on 
how to create jobs. How preposterous! With ern- 
ployment expanding so rapiclly 2uncl our jobless 
rate at a 25-year low, what's left to say? 

I heard the sirens ancl ltnew from their inten- 
sity that Anclrt. \i~ould arrive in moments. But 
inlagine my surprise mlllen he turnecl the cor- 
ner in a rickshaw pulled by a trio of gasping 
Necllawnians! Alighting with characteristic 
grace. he motionecl rile insicle the sestaul-ant. 
The Sweaty Bro.cv. 

"AndrP," I asltecl, "what's with the rickshaw?" 
"Oh that," he saicl, as he sca~lnecl the nlenu 

for appetizers. "'I3y traveling lilte that, I clenlon- 
strate how easy it is to create jobs. A cab woulcl 
have recluirecl only one person's lahor; the rick- 
s h a ~  neecls three!" 

I ~~nclerstoocl instantly. Always the showman, 
he Itnew how clra~liatic his entrance woulcl he. 

"Nice touch," I said, with a trace of envy. 
"Where clid you find the rickshaw?'' 

"Brought it with rile on the steamer. Ricli- 
shaws and bicycles have hecome the clominant 
mocles of transportation since I restricted the 
use of ~llotor vehicles in Necllaw. By the way. I 
picltecl this restaurant becac~se e.i.erything, r 1s ' so 
:ulthentic. I hope you can spare about six hours 
for dinner." 

"Andrt.!" I asltecl, "I ltnonr that since becom- 
ing economic minister. you've heen emphasiz- 
ing johs, but \vhy restrict the use of cars and 
truclts? They are so much Inore proclucti\:e than 
human-powel-ed transpol-t." 

"I take the direct apprc)ach." he repliecl, "ancl 
it \x~orks. Everyone in Wedla\v is employeel, and 
1'111 proucl to say that they worli long hours! I'ass 
me the mortar ancl pestle. woulcl you? I'd lilce to 
start on that pesto." 

"Mow clo you create jobs?" I :uslced suspi- 
ciously. "Do you just put people to worli for the 
government?" 

"Absolutely not!" he protestecl. "That tactic is 
passP. \Ve loolt for opportunities to protect 
jobs frorn being lost ancl for attracting others. 
For example, your agricultural industries are 
extremely procluctive, hut you ha1.e hardly any 
farmers left. I've e\.en reacl that some of your 
people \\rorry about firrmlancl heing turned 
into housing clevelopments ancl shopping cen- 
ters. We don't have those pro1)lems in Necllani 
IIecause fr-~rming malies up about 20 percent of 
employment. compared to your 2 percent. 
Necllaw's government lteeps agriculture attr:uc- 
tive Ily paying farmers high-but fitis-prices 
for their output. The program is so successful 
that it employs all the Nedlawnians \vho used 
to make and service cars!" 

"But how car1  yo^^ afforcl to subsidize so  
many L~rmers?" I askecl. 

"We collect funds through a payroll clecluction 
progrzun calleclJobs 4 All," said Ancll-6. "Hey. I'll 
trade you that potato ricer for this shrimp de- 
veiner. Spealcing of trade. here's an esaniple of 
I~eing alert to its dangers: Our neighl~oring 
countty, Sergorp, wantecl to create a free-trade 
zone with Nedlaw. But we were af~xid that pol- 
icy m~oulcl put many of our fru-i-ns out of t7usi- 
ness! so we declined. \Ve saved tons of jobs!" 

"\Vcoulcfn't Wedla\\; have l~enefitecl in any way 
from Illore tlacle?" I wonclerecl. 

"Theoretically yes," 111y frielld sighecl. "We are 
sure that conlpanies in Sergorp would have hacl 
to buy construction ecluipment, engineering 
know-ho\v, and architectural senrices from Necl- 
law. But you're missing the point. \Ye don't 
Itnow who woulcl get those johs, but we do 
ltno\v all the farmers. Besicles, the people who 
can procluce what the Sergolpians want alreaclp 
have jobs. I11 fact, they're the higl~est-paicl work- 
ers in Neclla\v! They're much too busy to satisfy 
any Illore Sergorpizm neecls." 

"AndrP." I cried. "I hope you can make our 
leaclers see the light. \We are so l,aclc\varcl that 
n.e only pay attention to proclucti\rity, thinking 
goocl jobs ancl economic gro\vth \\.ill follow. 
Tell me, what nil1 your nest initiative be?" 

Moving away from the hearth where he hacl 
I~een turning the spit, he moppecl his foreheacl. 
"Next," he exclaimed tri~~nlph;untly, "I will raise 
Neclla\v's stancl;url of living. \Yfhj. must I come to 
your country for 21 dining experience like this?" 
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