
Labor Markets 
Chanye, thousands o i  hvorkers 
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a. Seasonally adjusted. 
b. Production and nonsupewlsory workers. 
c. Vert~cal iine indicates break in data series due to survey redesign. 
d. Shares are adjusted for minor discrepancies In reported data. 
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics. 

Perceiii Percent 

I Labor Market Conditionsa I 

64 5 

Average monthly change 
(thousands of employees) 

1996 1997 
Year IQ March April May 

Payroll employment 212 228 182 323 138 
Goods-producing 19 43 17 -7 20 
Manufacturing -5 14 14 2 -5 
Construction 24 29 5 -10 23 

Servlce-producing 192 185 165 330 118 
Servlces 98 97 85 146 125 

Busmess services 33 47 56 16 8 
Retall t rade 48 11 23 91 -4 
Government 14 10 -2 33 -28 

Household employment 232 440 745 209 255 

Average for period 

Clvlllan unemployment 
rate (%) 5.4 5 3 5.2 4.9 4.8 

Manufacturing 
w o r k w e e k ( h o ~ r s ) ~  41 5 41 9 42.1 42.1 42.0 

Temporary Help Services 
Share of 

temporary Average hourly 
Occupation employment\arnings 

Total 100 $ 7.74 
White-collar 52 9.37 
Professional specialty 3 24.1 1 

Technical 4 12.60 
Executive, administratwe, 

and manager~al 1 17.22 
Clerical and 

administratwe support 41 7.96 
Blue-collar 42 6.02 
Machine operators, 

assemblers, and 
inspectors 11 6.26 

Service 5 6.28 

LABOR MARKET INDICATORSaxC 

Nonf'irn~ pa).rolls grc\\- l)y 138.000 
in Ma!-. a smaller-ihar1-cs17ectecl gain 
that maskecl other\\-ise rol>i~st 
labor m;irliet. The a.ealc perform- 
ance \\-as cii~e in p;~rt to si~hstantial 
clpwarcl re\-isio~~s i n  the hI;irch ancl 
April crnplo~.inent figilres. Mean- 
while. the ilneluployrne~~t sate con- 
tinuccl its clo\\-n\varcl trencl, frilling 
from .t.9r!4~ in April to t.S% last 
month-the lo\\.est le\.el since Oc- 
toher 1973. -Ilie employment-~o- 
population ~xtio eclgecl 11i7 O.lo/il o\.er 
the salne pcriocl. to a recorcl high o f  
63.9r1/;,. ;inel ;i\.cl.:~gc I1oi1r.l~. e:irnings 

8.5 

rose 4 cents to $12.19, 3.8%) >il>ove 
last bla).'s level. 

?'he goocls-procli~cing sector 
aclclecl 20.000 new jobs in h4:iy. 
more thzil offsetting April's 7.000 
loss ancl eclipsing March's 17,000 
gain. ?'he construction incli~stry ;ilso 
fr~recl \yell, piclcit1g up 23.000 johs. 
Once :~g:~in, however. the ser\.ice- 
~xoducing sector lecl the nation's 
o\.erall ernployinent growth, aclcling 
1 18,000 ne\\- jol>s in May. The inost 
notal>le gain came in the narro\v 
sel-\.ices category. \vhich aclclecl 
125.000 \vorkers t o  its pa)-rolls. In 

contrast. go\wnment trimmeci its 
\\.orlcforce 11)- 28.000 last mo~lth. 
\\-it11 cleclines concentrateel prirn:irily 
:it the stxte (-13.000) ant1 fecleral 
(-1 1,000) le\-els. 

O\.er the 1:ist few years. tempo- 
~.;~r-y help ser\.ices have ex1,eriencecl 
21 prolongetl I7oom in employment. 
'I'he recent ti~htness in the Lal>or 
market zip1>e:irsto h;ive turnecl this 
iirouncl, 11on.ever. 111 ilpril. .j8,000 
ten~por:~r!. ~x)siiroitls \vere eliini- 
n~itecl. :inel in ,\I:iy. 17.000 more 
lvere tilt. 
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