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a. Seasonally adjusted. 
b. Production and nonsupervisory workers. 
c. Vertical line indicates break in data serles due to survey redesign. 
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics. 

Labor Market Conditionsa 
Average monthly change 
(thousands of employees) 

1996 1997 
Year IQ Feb. Mar. Apr. 

Payrollemployment 216 237 314 139 142 
Goods-producrng 16 48 109 -9 -57 
Manufacturing -8 15 3 17 -14 
Construction 25 31 104 -25 -44 

Servrce-producrng 199 190 205 148 199 
Services 100 103 86 72 93 
Retall trade 50 21 18 53 32 
Government 15 9 33 -27 32 

Household employment 232 440 -150 745 209 
Average for period 

Civfl~an unemployment 
rate (%) 5.4 5.3 5.3 5.2 4.9 

Manufacturing 
workweek (hourslb 41.5 41.9 41.9 42 1 42.2 

Manufactur~ng 
overtrme (hourslb 4.5 4.8 4.7 4.9 5.0 

Percent change, year over year 

Lalmr marlict groxvth in April 
rnatchccl ivlarch's slow pace. \\;it11 
nonklrm payroll employment rising 
142,000. Althoi~gh this figure \\.as 
weaker than expecteel, overall incli- 
cators continue to s h o ~ v  strength. . . 
rlle unemployment rate fell from 
5.2% to 4.90/ir-its lo\vest level in 
more tl1:ln 23 years-\vliile the 
en~ploynient-tc)-~~o~>c1l~ttio11 ratio 
\vas ~inc.h;ingecl from March's 
recorcl high. 

Tlle large clrop in the goocls- 
procl~~cing sector (-57,000 jol~s) 

last ~nonth  can be accountecl for by 
cteclines in the construction inclus- 
try (-4't.000) clue to baci n.eather 
ancl in the motor vehicles inclustry 
(-13,000) I~ecause of layoffs and 
strikes. Ilespite an overall down- 
til1.11 in ~ ~ l a n ~ ~ f i l ~ t ~ ~ r i l l g  j017s, the 
length of' the worltn~eek anel 01-er- 
time I1ot11 increased slightly (0.1 
lioc~r). Inclueel, rnan~lfacturing over- 
lime in April reachecl a recorcl high 
of' 5.0 Ilo~lrs. 

Of' tlie total jobs createcl last 
month, 199,000 were in the s e n k e -  

procl~~cin:,: sector. Much of this 
grolvth stemlnecl from employment 
in Ix~sincss ancl l~calth services (up 
53.000) and eating ancl clrinliing es- 
~~t l~l is l i~nents  (up 46.000), t\vo ilsu- 
:tIIy rol>~lst incl~~stries. In addition, 
go\~ernnient rehounded from its 
i\/I;~rch clo\v-nticli, aclcling 32.000 net 
nen. jol~s last month. 

t\vel.age Iioi~rly pay fell slightly in 
April. cloivn I cent to $12.14, for :tn 
;tnnilal incrc:lsc of 3.6%. 
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