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W O R K P L A C E  FATALIT IES BY O C C U P A T I O N ,  1995 
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Occupations with a High Incidence 
of Workplace Fatalities, 1995 

Leading Percent of 
fatal occupational 

Occupation event group deaths 

Truck drivers Highway 68 
crashes 

Farm workers Vehicular 50 
Construction laborers Vehicular 28 
Supervisors, proprietors, 

and sales workers Homicide 63 
Nonconstruction laborers Vehicular 36 
Police, detectives, 

and supervisors Homicide 47 
Electricians Electrocutions 59 
Cashiers Homicide 92 
Airplane pilots Plane crashes 98 
Taxicab drivers Homicide 70 
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a. Dotted line represents break in data series due to change in estimating procedure. 
SOURCES: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics. Census of Fatal Occupational Injuries; and National Safety Council 
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Real wages relxesent only one  as- 
pect  of tlie employment contract. 
Arlotlier aspect is \vorliing condi- 
tions, especiall>. the safety o f  the en- 
vironment. An estreme measure of 
safety is k~t~ilities on the job. These 
have  fiillen inesom1,ly since 1965. 
s o  that the chance of clying 0 1 1  tile 
job is noxv only one-fifth of what it 
was a generation  go. 

The  n~i rn lxr  ol' total n.orliplace 
fatalities is very Ion. (.:I per 100.000 
worliers in 1995). This is less than 
tile Kite of cleziths ll.0111 acciclental 
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kills (5.1) ancl is much smaller th:ln 
the cle:~th rates fsor11 accicle~lts or \ria- 
lence (57.3) \vhen rneasurecl for the 
entire pop~~l:itiori during hoth n.ork- 
ing and non\\iorliing 11o~lr.s. The 
\vorliplacc of toclay clearly is a siifer 
pl:~ce \\.hen measurecl hy fitalities. 

The conlposition of fatalities has 
also changeel, partly because of 
shifts in the cornposition of the lahor 
force. Forestry ancl fishing rernain 
very clangerous occupations. I>ut 

\ orce. tiley employ less of the \vorl-f 
so that acciclents ;~ssociatecl wit11 

them (being str~lcli by ~ u ~ i  ol>ject or  
clro\vning) are no\\- a sm;ill propor- 
tion of total worliplace cle:lths. In 
spite of their prominence on televi- 
sion ne\vscasts, fires >i~icl esplosions 
cause only a minor fsaction of 
cleiiths. Even without the occup:i- 
tional shifts. cl:ita from cl; i~igero~~s 
o c c u p ; ~ t i o n s s ~ ~ c h  as mining, \\illen 
a\.ail;ll>le. inclicate a clecline in fltal- 
ity sates. Sow, the top t\\,o c:ulses of 
n.orliplace cleaths are tr:insport:ition 
acciclents ;mcl homicicles. by ;I fairly 
I~irge masgin. 
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