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a. Seasonally adjusted. 
b. Production and nonsupervisory workers. 
c. Vertical line indicates break in data series due to survey redesign. 
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics. 

Labor Market Conditionsa 
Average monthly change 
(thousands of employees) 

1996 1997 
Year IVQ Dec. Jan. Feb. ---- 

Payroll employment 216 224 231 247 339 
Goods-producing 16 33 37 33 109 
Manufactur~ng -8 10 8 16 -2 
Construction 25 24 29 15 109 

Service-producing 199 191 194 214 230 
Services 100 86 85 136 80 
Retail trade 50 76 74 -2 49 
Government 15 2 27 26 46 

Household employ. 232 202 21 1 725 -150 
Average for period 

Civilian unemploy. 
rate (%) 5.4 5.3 5.3 5.4 5.3 

Mfg. workweek 
(hours) 41.5 41.8 42.0 41.7 41.9 

Weeks 
11 I MEDIAN DURATION OF  UNEMPLOYMENT^^^ I 

U.S. lahor marliets continueel to re- 
flect a healthy economy in Fel>rilaiy 
a s  nonfarm payroll employment 
expanclecl 1,)- 339.000-the largest 
gait1 since May. Althc~t~gli much 
of' this gro\\-th ste~ninecl Srom 
a p i c l t ~ ~ p  of 250.000 jotx in the 
service-producing sector. ernploy- 
ment in the goocls-procli~cing sector 
macle a stronz shorving as \yell. 

O n e  of the primary factors clri- 
ving Fel>r~~ary ' s  :idv:ince n.as milcl 
weather conclitions, which resultecl 
in a h ~ l g e  surge in the constrc~ction 
intlustry. In fact. n.itli 10C).000 new 
jobs aclclecl. this \\.as the inclustry's 

hest performa~ice in a year. bl : in~~- 
hct~lr i l lg I ) ~ ~ ~ T o I I s  fell slightly 
(-2,000) follo\iing four consecutive 
~nonths  of positive reports. Gains in 
the service-proclucing sector were 
Ixtoyecl by the retail tracle incl~~stry, 
\vhich aclded 49,000 m;orl<ers to its 
p:iyrolls. Department store employ- 
ment experienced an unseasonal>ly 
high increase (57,000) as fewer 
\vorkers \\;ere laic1 off last month 
t lun normal. 

The February unemployment 
rxte also pc)intecl to strengtli in the 
nation's lahor marltets. falling 
O.l(X). to 5.3%. The eniployrnent-to- 

pol3ul:ition r-atio sho\vecl little 
change from Janrl;lry (63.60/i, to 
63.5(X1). 

hiean\vhile. the meclian clclration 
of unemployment. n.hich has lol- 
lo\vecl a slight clo\vn\\.arcl trencl over 
the current husiiiess e spns ion .  con- 
tinueel its more recent uptick. 7'he 
meclian ~~nemploymen t  spell rose 
from 7.7 weelis in Jan~12u-y to 8.4 
\\.eelis last month. This means that 
h~ilf of all jobless persons \vait more 
than eight \\-eelis hefore fincling 
\\-orl\--a rel:itively long periocl by 
historiczil st:incl:ircls. 
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