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Regional Conditions 

Thousands o i  claims 
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a. F~ve-year average, 1991-96. 
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics. 
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In nonrecession:is!, t i ~ ~ i e s ,  nearl!, ;i 

tenth of :ill initial uncml,loyriierit in- 
surance cl:ii~iis rcsillt horn iiiass lay- 
offs. A m:iss l;iyofS, in \\.hicll a siiigle 
plrint la!.s ott' :it least 50 I\-orliers Sor 
more than 30 clays. puts consicler- 
able pressure on  a conil~ii~nit)-'s so- 
cial sel-vices. f3ccailse tlic 1:ist cluar- 
tes of 1995 \vas c1i:i~icterizecl 1,). a n  
cspancling cconoiii\. tliroi~gliout 
riiost of the cotinti.)., ii o f i r s  :in op- 
portunity to stilcl!. thc features of' 
Inass Iziyofls clusing ;i nonreccssion- 
: I I ~  pesiocl. 

States l>orclering the Great 
Ii:i\,c rel:iti\.cly high r:ites of mass 
la).offs. pertlaps reflecting tlie 
greater prevalence of these e\.ents in 
the t ~ i n s ~ ~ o s t a t i o ~ l  eq~iipiiierit ancl 
c l u ~ i l ~ l e  goocls manuhictiiring sec- 
tors. I3oth he~ivily sepresentecl in this 
region. On average, transportation 
ec~iiipiiient 171ants are three times the 
size of all m:inuf;rcti~siti plants, ancl 
man~ificti~ringig plants :iver-:igc three 
times the size of ~ionrnani~kict~~ringng 
estzil~lishrncnts. 

i\ mass l;iyoff' is not necessarily :i 

si~rpsise. Incleeci. in 1795:IVQ tiearly 
half of 2111 jol3 losses sesulteci psimar- 
ily from the seasonal nature of tlie 
\vorli. This hictor is clearly shown in 
the pa t t e s~~  of initial unemployment 
compensation claims. However, it  
 nay be e\.en more important th:in 
these clata suggest, since mass lay- 
offs [nay I>e Inore seasonal than 
otller sepas:itio~i,s, or sorile of the 
season:ility of iiicli\-iclual layoffs ixmay 
I3e clncelled oiit \\.lien many layoff:.; 
:ire aggreg:ltecl. 

(cotztii~lied 017 )re.~tpc~gc) 
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Regional Conditions (cont.) 
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UNEMPLOYED PROFESSIONALS AS 
A SHARE OF ALL JOBLESS WORKERS 
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CIVILIAN LABOR FORCE BY OCCUPATION: MID WEST^ 
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a. Excludes agriculture, fishing, and forestry. 
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics 
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U S UNEMPLOYMENT RATE 

Techn~cal sales, and Service occupations I 

'The 1990 recession has heen cle- 
scrit>ecl as "\\.hire collar" 1,eca~ise of 
the nlirnl>er of m:wagers ;mcl profes- 
sionals \\.lie \\.ere I;iicl olt'. A looli ;it 

Ilo\v this rcr.ession hit clitfercnt re- 
gions ~ ~ o i n t s  L I P  just 1io\v the \\.bite- 
collar occupations n.ere ;itfectecl. 

wi t i~~~\ \ . ide ,  ~ i i ;~~ i ; ig~rs  ~incl profes- 
sionals Ilad a lon.er u~iemplo).rnent 
rate than a n y  other ni:tjor occupa- 
tional g r o ~ ~ p  cl~iring [he entire pe- 
riod, inclctcling the n-01-st of' the re- 
cession. ( I  Iistoric:~ll)-, ope~itors often 
experience jol~less rates that zue 

cl~~ziclruple those of managers ancl 
~xokssionais.)  However, starting in 
1990. tlie jol>less rate of managers 
zinc1 17rofessionals increaseel relati~.e 
to total 17.S. unemploy~ncnt. One 
pussil>le re:ison is the regional nlix 
of the recession. In recent years, the 
cinemployment rates in Ne\v- 'l'orli 
ancl California have incluclecl niore 
managers ;i~-~d profession;i1s t l i : ~ ~ ~  clicl 
tile sates 1'0s the inclc~strial klici\vest. 
Tile 1990 recession affecteel Xe\v 
h ~ l i  (\\-hicli hacl an utlemploymcnt 
rate of 6.6%) in 1791) :incl Czilifo~.ni:i 
(6.79/i,) more t1ia1-1 it clicl Ohio (5.8*41). 

gi\-ing the coast;ll states greater 
n-eight among the regional compo- 
nents of t ~ n e ~ ~ ~ p l o y m e n t .  Incleecl, i r i  
Ohio tlie satio of iinern1>lo)-ecl mxn- 
agers to :ill johless \ \ .o~l ies~ fell dur- 
ing tlie rccessiorl. 

I-Io\\.e\.er. the indclstri:il Miclwest 
still sho\\;s some of the nation's oc- 
cup:ition:ll trencl to\\.arcl more man- 
:igcrs ancl professionals. *l'liis may 
\yell Ile rellectecl in future reces- 
sions. n.hen riianagers at-1~1 engi- 
neers ~naiie up Inore of the region's 
~inernpio\.ecl. 
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