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Labor Markets 
Change thousands oi workersa 

IAVERAGE MONTHLY NONFARM EMPLOYMENT GROWH I 

1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 11) Feb. Mar. Apr. 
to date 1996 

Percent Percent 

a. Seasonally adjusted. 
b. Production and nonsupewisory workers. 
c. Vertical line ind~cates break in data series due to survey redesign 
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics. 

Labor Market Conditionsa 
Average monthly change 
(thousands of employees) 

1995 1996 
Year IQ Feb. Mar. Apr. 

Payroll employment 144 221 631 178 2 
Goods-producing -5 12 148 -54 -71 
Manufacturing -14 -34 30 -61 -17 
Construction 11 45 112 5 -53 

Service-producing 149 209 483 232 73 
Services 93 125 273 117 20 

Computer 9 7 10 I1 11 
Retail trade 19 33 107 40 20 

Household 
employment 34 390 437 438 -56 

Average for period 

Civilian unemployment 
rate (%) 5.6 5.6 5.5 5.6 5.4 

Mfg. workweek 
(hours) 41.6 41.0 41.6 41.4 41.5 

Percent chanoe, vear over veara 

Eruployment continuecl its seesaw 
pattern in April, as nonhrm payrolls 
edgecl up by only 2,000. '['lie ~lnusu- 
ally small rise has been attril~utecl to 
~llyriacl factors, including the tinling 
of the survey, the implement:~tion of 
n e w  seasonal acljustment klctors, 
and  the \\,eather. 

~Manufact~~ring ernployrnent con- 
tinued to clecline in April (clo~vn 
17.0001, \i~Iiile the factory n;\;orli- 
week lengthenecl slightly. Year-to- 
clate job losses in manufacturing 

now ttor-al 120,000, about 75% of 
xvhich occurred in nos~clural~le 
goocls. Just offsetting April's loss in 
the goocls-producing sector was a 
73,000 gain in service-producing 
employment. Notably, a solid sate of 
jol2 aclclitions has been eviclent in 
the q~liclily growing computer and 
data processing industry. 

The unemployment rate stoocl at 
5.4%) in April, comparecl to 5.6% in 
March. Illucli like the establishment 
survey, householcl-reported employ- 
nlent nlay exhibit wide month-to- 

month swings. F-Iowcver, the long- 
run averages of the two series reflect 
sirnilas trencls in the labor marl<et. 

Increases in civilian \vorkers' 
wages ancl salaries have ho.irerccl 
aro~uncl 3% for the past few years. 
and continuecl to cio so during the 
year encled March 1996 (3.2(%/0). 
i\/Ieanrvhile, growth in benefit costs 
(~vhich account for roughly one-thircl 
of total compensation) res~umetf its 
clo~vn~vard tsencl, falling from 2.S?t) 
to 2.2% over the same period. 
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