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a. Seasonally adjusted. 
b. Production and nonsupervisory workers. 
c. Vertical line indicates break in data series due to survey redesign. 
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics. 

I Labor Market Conditions 

Average monthly change 
(thousands of employees) 

1995 1996 
Year IVQ Dec. Jan. Feb. 

Payroll employment 144 142 145 -188 705 
Goods-produc~ng -5 6 39 -59 153 
Manufacturing -14 -5 35 -75 26 
Construction I1 12 2 17 121 

Serv~ce-producing 149 136 106 -129 552 
Services 93 67 63 -44 287 
Business services 26 19 34 -31 126 

Retail trade 19 27 -8 -60 166 
Eatin and drinking 

esta%lishments 8 7 17 -36 62 
Average for period 

Civilian unemployment 
rate (%) 5.6 5.6 5.6 5.8 5.5 

Nonfarm workweek 
(hours) 34.5 34.4 34.3 33.7 34.5 

Mf .workweek 
(fours]b 41.6 41.4 41.2 39.9 41.6 

Duration of Unemployment 
(Seasonally adjusted) 

Percent of total 
unemployed persons 

Less 27 weeks 
than St014 15to26 and 

Sweeks weeks weeks longer 

1995 
September 38.3 30.3 14.3 17.1 
October 37.2 31.8 13.7 17.2 
November 37.1 32.0 14.2 16.7 
December 36.4 32.5 14.5 16.6 

1 996 
January 36.8 31.9 14.8 16.5 
February 37.8 30.9 15.3 16.0 

has employrncnt slio\vn such 
wide month-to-niontli s\\,ings as in 
the first two riionths of 1096. Fol- 
lowing Jancrary's revisecl clecline of 
188.000. nonklrni pa).solls soarecl 13). 
705.000 in Fehruar-)---the largest 
rnonthly gain since Septemlxr 1983, 
when they rose 1.1 million. Factor- 
ing in the 1)ecember figure Ixings 
net jot, aciditions to :In a\,cr:lge rate 
of 220,000 per niontli for the past 
tllree months. 

C;oocls-protlucing employment 
rose 153.000. dcre mostly to 3 

weather-related rebound in con- 
str~rction, although ~nanuhcturing 
clicl post a srnall gain (26,000). The 
ses\.ice-prod~~cing sector showed a 
net incre;ise of 552,000 johs, partly 
as a rescrlt of snapbacks in inclustries 
wherc employment levels liaci been 
depressed by January's inclement 
\\eather. Almost all of the 166.000- 
worker gain posted by ret:iil tr:tde 
occurr-ecl in inclustries where em- 
ployment clianges have been rela- 
tively flat (or even negative)-- 
rest;lclrants, bars, and department 
stores. The narrow services category 

tilrnecl asoclncl last month, gaining 
287.000 johs. about half of them 
concentsated in business services. 

Tlie February unemployment rate 
pointed to strength in the 1, J I  or Iiiar- 
kets, k~lling to 5.5% from 5.8% in 
Jan~l:lry. 'rhe share of long-temi job- 
lessness (the proportion of people 
unemployecl for 27 ~veeks  or rnore) 
hzis cleclined in recent months. Half 
ol' :ill johless persons currently k ~ c e  
an crnemployment spell of eight 
\veeks or less, which is relatively 
short by historical stantlarcls. 
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