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Labor Markets
Change, thousands of workers®
350

AVERAGE MONTHLY NONFARM EMPLOYMENT GROWTH

Labor Market Conditions
(Seasonally adjusted)

300 Average monthly change
{thousands of employees}
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200 Payrol employment 294 114 263 50 116
Goods-producing .. 58 -30 g9 -15 4
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150 Manufacturing 30. -36 - 4 -38 -21
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a. Seasonally adjusted.
b. Production and nonsupervisory workers.

c. Four-week lagged average of seasonally adjusted data.
d. Vertical line indicates break in data series due to survey redesign.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics and Employment and Training Administration.

The nation’s labor markets contin-
ued to grow at a slow and steady
pace in October, with nonfarm
payroll employment rising by
116,000. Year-to-date figures for
1995 show average monthly jobs
growth of 138,000 — slightly less
than half the 1994 rate.

The goods-producing sector ex-
perienced a small net upturn in
jobs following a decline in Septem-
ber. Manufacturing employment
tumbled by 21,000, partly as a re-
sult of strikes in the aircraft indus-
try and cutbacks in instruments—

related products and apparel.
After falling sharply for the better
part of this year, the diffusion
index of manufacturing employ-
ment has rebounded somewhat.
Even so, a mere 40% of detailed
industries within this sector have
reported job gains over the past
few months.

Service-producing firms added
112,000 workers last month, al-
though the rise in the narrow serv-
ices category was below average.
Indeed, net jobs growth in busi-
ness services turned negative for

the first time in four years, as de-
clines in the typically robust per-
sonnel supply component erased
gains in computer and data proc-
essing services. Finance, insurance,
and real estate employment was
up 18,000 in October, with notable
contributions from real estate and
mortgage banking. Meanwhile, the
unemployment rate remained little
changed last month, and initial
claims for unemployment insur-
ance continued to hover around
350,000.
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Percent of all children Percent of all children
100 CHILDREN UNDER AGE 18 LIVING WITH BOTH PARENTS o LIVING ARRANGEMENTS OF CHILDREN UNDER
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LIVING ARRANGEMENTS OF CHILDREN Family Income by Living Arrangement
% | UNDERAGE 6, BY AGE OF THE PARENT, 1993 of Child, 1993
o0l Both parents childF::r:clilri\r:::Nﬁh:
Mother only Both Mother Father
70 |- parents only only
Family income

60 | Under $10,000 21.6 73.3 5.0

s L $10,000-$14,999. 47.7 475 4.8
$15,000-$19,999 61.3 33.7 5.0

40 f $20,000-$24,999 66.1 27.7 6.2

w0l $25,000-$29,999 73.3 221 4.6
$30,000-$39,999 82.3 14,1 3.6

20 } $40,000-$49,999 88.4 8.6 3.1
$50,000 and over 94.6 3.9 1.5

0 Average income $49,971 $17,859  $29,494

0

Lessthan 20 years 20 to 29 years 30t039years 40 yearsand over

a. Data not available prior to 1980.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.

A nation’s standard of living de- This phenomenon has been ob-  more likely to be reared by a
pends heavily on its ability to build served across many ethnic groups. younger parent than are children
human capital——a process that starts Black children, in particular, are  living with both parents. Indeed,
with its children’s welfare. For the now much less likely to be reared in ~ 85% of the children brought up by
first time in 30 years, the percentage two-parent families than they were  teenage parents live solely with
of American children living in two- in 1970. Moreover, the vast majority  their mother. These children are
parent families has risen. In 1970, of children not brought up by both  also much more likely to grow up
85% of children under the age of 18 parents are cared for by the mother  in poorer families, since there is
lived with both parents. By 1993, alone. While the percentage of chil- only one income to go around and
that figure had dropped to 72%, its dren living with only their father has  because the average earning poten-
lowest level. The decline was increased, it remains under 4%. tial of young, less educated women
sharpest during the 1970s and has Children under age six who live  is very low.

stabilized in recent years. with only their mother are much



