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Bob Gradeck is Director of Community Projects at the Center for Economic Development at Carnegie Mellon
University’s Heinz College. As a graduate student at Georgia Tech from 1993-1995, he worked on one of the first
neighborhood information systems at the Atlanta Project. He joined the Center for Economic Development in
January 1999, where he has played a critical role in the development of the PNCIS. Gradeck is involved with
leadership and operations of the project.

Ted Howard is the founding Executive Director of The Democracy Collaborative at the University of Maryland.
Howard directs the Collaborative’s partnership with The Cleveland Foundation on the Evergreen Cooperative
Business Initiative, a path-breaking strategy to create green jobs and wealth for low-income families in six of
Cleveland’s underserved neighborhoods. For the past three decades, Howard has worked in the not-for-profit/civil
society sector, including more than 15 years in international development with NGOs and agencies of the UN
system.

Elena Irwin is an Associate Professor in the Department of Agricultural, Environmental, and Development
Economics at Ohio State University. Her research interests include land-use economics and policy and human-
environment interactions. She is currently a Co-Investigator with the Baltimore Ecosystem Study, a Long Term
Ecological Research (LTER) project sponsored by the National Science Foundation and a past Co-Investigator of the
Lake Erie Biocomplexity project. Irwin received a B.A. from Washington University in St. Louis in German and
History (1988) and a Ph.D. in Agricultural and Resource Economics from the University of Maryland (1998).

Irene McLaughlin is an attorney offering blight reduction-related legal expertise and mediation services for
community development initiatives and charitable legal services for lower-income homeowners living in distressed
neighborhoods. She is currently assisting the Housing Alliance of Pennsylvania with its legislative agenda to enact
and advance solutions to the pressing housing problems and property abandonment facing our rural, urban and
suburban communities. McLaughlin received her B.S. from the Wharton School of the University of Pennsylvania,
her J.D. from CUNY Law School at Queens College and her M.A. with a concentration in Conflict Resolution from
the McGregor School at Antioch University.

Robert Pollin is Professor of Economics and founding Co-director of the Political Economy Research Institute (PERI)
at the University of Massachusetts-Amherst. His research centers on macroeconomics, conditions for low-wage
workers in the U.S. and globally, the analysis of financial markets, and the economics of building a clear-energy
economy in the U.S. He is currently consulting with the U.S. Department of Energy on the economic analysis of
clean energy investments. In the past, he has worked with the United Nations Development Program and the
United Nations Economic Commission on Africa on policies to promote decent employment expansion and poverty
reduction in Latin America and, more recently, sub-Saharan Africa.



John M. Quigley is the I. Donald Terner Distinguished Professor of Economics at UC Berkeley. He also holds
appointments in the Goldman School of Public Policy and the Haas School of Business and is the Director of the
Berkeley Program on Housing and Urban Policy. In 2006, he was elected a Foreign Member of the Royal Swedish
Academy of Engineering Sciences. Prior to coming to Berkeley, Professor Quigley taught at Yale University and was
visiting professor at the University of Gothenberg. His bachelor's degree is from the U.S. Air Force Academy and he
completed graduate work at the University of Stockholm and Harvard University.

Bobbi Reichtell is Senior Vice President for Programs at Neighborhood Progress, Inc (NPI), a local community
development-funding intermediary focused on neighborhood revitalization in Cleveland, Ohio. She manages a $2+
million grant-making program for strategic investments and capacity building work with community development
corporations (CDCs). Prior to this, Reichtell spent 20 years at Slavic Village Development where she developed
market-rate and affordable housing, parks, trails and transportation infrastructure projects, and supervised the
organization's community organizing work.

Stuart S. Rosenthal is the Melvin A. Eggers Economics Faculty Scholar and Professor of Economics at Syracuse
University. Professor Rosenthal also serves as the editor of the Journal of Urban Economics. He holds a Ph.D. in
Economics (1986) from the University of Wisconsin-Madison and a B.A. in Economics (1980) from Bowdoin College.
Before joining Syracuse University, Professor Rosenthal held positions in the Economics Department at Virginia
Tech University, the Faculty of Commerce and Business Administration at the University of British Columbia, and
the Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System. His research is in the areas of urban economics, state and
local public economics, real estate finance, and housing.

Terry Schwarz is the Interim Director of Kent State University’s Cleveland Urban Design Collaborative. Her work at
the CUDC includes neighborhood and campus planning, commercial and residential design guidelines, stormwater
management, and green infrastructure strategies. She launched the CUDC's Shrinking Cities Institute in 2005 in an
effort to understand and address the implications of population decline and large-scale urban vacancy in Northeast
Ohio. Schwarz has a Bachelor’s degree in English from the lllinois Institute of Technology and a Master’s degree in
City and Regional Planning from Cornell University.



