
Reimagining a More Sustainable Cleveland



Re-Imagining Cleveland Vacant 

Land Study

Opportunity:

ÅOver 3,300 acres of vacant 

land throughout Cleveland 

ÅGrowing energy and 

innovation around the 

advancement of the regional 

local food and    

sustainability agenda



Re-Imagining Cleveland Vacant 

Land Study
Study:

ÅInitiated in partnership with City Planning in 

2008 with funding from the Surdna

Foundation

ÅNeighborhood Progress hired the Cleveland 

Urban Design Center  to carry out the study 

and engaged over 30 local experts on 

agriculture, brownfields, stormwater, etc. 

over the period of one year

ÅMapped vacancy in relation to core 

development areas, vegetation, impervious 

surfaces, waterways, watersheds, soil type, 

environmental contamination, and existing 

green space 



Re-Imagining Cleveland Vacant 

Land Study

Accomplished:

ÅIdentified and explored a wide 

range of land reuse strategies that 

link natural and built systems to 

improve the quality of life and the 

long-term health of residents and 

the environment

ÅIdentified criteria for implementing 

reuse strategies and 

ÅDeveloped policy  

recommendations to support land 

reuse



1. Neighborhood stabilization / holding strategies

2. Green Infrastructure
ÅGreen space network

Å Ecosystem restoration, stormwater management

Å Environmental remediation

3. Productive Landscapes
Å Energy generation

Å Agriculture and community gardens

VACANT LAND STRATEGIES City-Wide





Mapping: Vacancy and Existing Greenspace


